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DaVontae McClain, a sophomore at Lift For Life Academy, says goodbye to classmates at the end of the school day Monday. Lift For Life Academy 
has canceled classes to help contain the coronavirus. “It feels kind of great. At the same time, we'll still have to do a lot of work,” McClain says. 


US RESPONSE 


Somber president 
asks older people 
to stay at home 


BY JONATHAN LEMIRE, 
ANDREW TAYLOR AND JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Racing to stall an 
expected surge of coronavirus cases, the 
White House on Monday released a se- 
ries of sweeping guidelines that for the 
next 15 days will temporarily rewrite the 
norms of American society. 

President Donald Trump, employing 
a newly somber tone about the crisis 
enveloping the globe, urged all older 
Americans to stay home and everyone 
to avoid crowds and eating out at res- 
taurants. The president for the first time 
acknowledged that the pandemic may 
send the economy into a recession and 
suggested that the nation may be deal- 
ing with the virus until “July or August.” 

The guidelines were released to an un- 
easy country. The stock market had its 
worst day since 1987, America’s largest 
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ECONOMY 


Fed intervention 
doesn’t subdue 
market’s distress 


BY TAYLOR TELFORD AND THOMAS HEATH 
The Washington Post 

Wall Street cannot be calmed when it 
comes to the coronavirus. 

Government intervention and as- 
surances, from a $50 billion spending 
package to combat the outbreak in the 
U.S. to directives from President Donald 
Trump to “buy the dip” have done little 
to subdue Wall Street’s distress. Even the 
Federal Reserve taking its most drastic 
steps to shore up the economy since 
the 2008 financial crisis was met with 
outsize volatility, amid worries that all 
the tools in the government’s belt would 
not be enough to keep the U.S. economy 
from toppling into a recession. 

The jaw-dropping swings of recent 
weeks have erased most of Wall Street’s 
gains since Trump’s 2016 election, and 
the akey volatility index has reached its 
third-highest level ever. All major U.S. 
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LOCAL CLOSURES 


Retailers roll up 
door mats and 
trim their hours 


BY LEAH THORSEN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

FRONTENAC — Don’t look for the 
Easter bunny any time soon at Plaza 
Frontenac or West County Center. Vis- 
its and photos with the costumed critter 
are postponed as those malls, along with 
stores and restaurants across the region, 
cut hours or close to stop the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Movie theaters trimmed maximum at- 
tendance. An area grocery store limited 
the purchase of milk, bread and eggs. 
Another started a seniors-only shop- 
ping hour. And many businesses simply 
closed down for the foreseeable future. 

“It just keeps cascading,” said Jason 
Long, founder of consulting firm Eye on 
Retail in St. Louis. 

Such changes, Long said, have been 
building for weeks. He expected to see 
more businesses restricting hours while 
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THE LATEST 
CHURCHES 


St. Louis archdiocese 
suspends all public 
Catholic Masses - ae 


AIRLINES 


US airlines are 
seeking more than 
$50 billion in aid + an 


SCHOOLS 


Districts moving to 
online learning during 
shutdown - a12 


BASEBALL 


MLB delays start 
indefinitely, ends 
informal workouts - s1 


Court rejects county request 
to delay April 7 election + a3 


List of area retailers that are 
closing, curtailing hours + a4 


Camps are canceling in wake 
of school closures + A4 


Lambert sees sharp drop in 
passenger traffic e a4 


Missouri House set to vote 
on spending package « a5 


State plan to restrict public 
meetings advances « A5 


Most Missouri courtrooms 
are shutting down « A6 


Nicklaus: Firm launches free 
online classes « A7 


US governors are expanding 
shutdowns « A10 


For up-to-the-minute news 
on the coronavirus outbreak, 
go to stltoday.com 
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MARK LENNIHAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS 
The Oculus at the World Trade Center’s transportation hub is sparsely occupied on Monday in New 
York as millions of Americans began their work week at home. 


NURSING HOMES 


St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS — Agencies that help 
older adults are in the middle of a 
balancing act: Trying to maintain 
services and a sense of community 
while minimizing risk of infection, 
at the same time the rules and rec- 
ommendations quickly change. 

“Our population that we serve is 
the most — and I can’t emphasize 
this enough — the most vulnerable 
to the exposure of COVID -19,’ Gary 
Anderson, president of Lutheran 
Senior Services, said Monday. “So 
we are going above and beyond what 


Agencies scramble to protect seniors 


BY JESSE BOGAN AND ANNIKA MERRILEES 


the requirements are.” 

The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services recommends 
that all nursing home facilities na- 
tionwide restrict access to visitors, 
volunteers and nonessential per- 
sonnel, except in extreme circum- 
stances, like end-of-life situations. 
It advises screening residents and 
employees for symptoms and can- 
celing communal dining and group 
activities. 

Lutheran Senior Services, 
which provides rehabilitation and 
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